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  West Suburban  Options Fair 
Schedule of Events  

Thursday, October 26, 2017 

6:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Welcome/Keynote 
Auditorium 
Carolina Schoenbeck, Special  Education Program Coordinator, Morton West High School  
Taryn Chrapkowski, Transition Services Coordinator, Hinsdale District  86 

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Resource Fair 
Fieldhouse 
The 2017  Options Fair is divided  into three clusters for families to explore. The purpose of 
this design  is to streamline the experience for individual students and their families. The 
fieldhouse will  be filled with representatives from college degree programs, college 
experience programs,  and adult agencies/services. 

6:45-8:30 p.m. Speaker Breakout Sessions 
College Degree Programs 
Auditorium  

This  cluster was designed for  students and their families seeking information regarding  the 
admissions  process  and accommodations available  at two-year or four-year  colleges and 
universities.  Students who are enrolled in college prep level high school courses and are 
receiving accommodations to their tests should align  with this cluster of presentations. 
Consider attending  the formal presentations in the auditorium or meet many other 
representatives  from college degree programs in the fieldhouse.  Schools are organized  in 
alphabetical order  in the field house. 

6:45  p.m. - 7:00 p.m. University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign 

7:00  p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Loras  College 

7:15  p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Northern  Illinois University 

7:30  p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Intermission (No  Presentation) 

7:45  p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Southern Illinois University (Achieve) 

8:00  p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Lincoln College 

8:15  p.m. - 8:30 p.m. University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 
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College Experience Programs 
Little Theatre 

This  cluster is designed  for  students who are receiving  accommodations, but  also have 
their high school curriculum and tests significantly modified and/or are enrolled in 
self-contained English, math, science, and social studies. Students in this cluster are 
interested in continuing their education formally after high school with a focus of 
developing vocational,  social, independent living, and academic skills to achieve entry-level 
employment and beyond. Consider  attending  the formal presentations in the Little Theatre 
or meet many other representatives  from college experience programs in the fieldhouse. 
Schools are organized  in alphabetical order  in the fieldhouse. 

6:45  p.m. - 7:00 p.m. College of DuPage (Coach  Program) 

7:00  p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Elmhurst Learning & Success Academy (ELSA) 

7:15  p.m. - 7:30 p.m. PACE at National  Lewis 

7:30  p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Intermission (No  Presentation) 

7:45  p.m. - 8:00 p.m. University of Iowa (Reach) 

8:00  p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Judson University  (Rise)  

8:15  p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Shepherds  Ministries  
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Adult Agencies and Services 
Student Cafeteria 

Students in this cluster participate  in life skills curriculum during high school. 
Representatives from a variety of agencies are available  to provide insights regarding 
topics such as accessing state  funding and services, obtaining government benefits, 
guardianship, long-term financial planning, day programs, vocational supports, and special 
recreation. Consider  attending  the formal presentations in the student cafeteria or meet 
many other representatives from various agencies in the fieldhouse. Agencies are 
organized in alphabetical order  in the fieldhouse. 

6:45  p.m. - 7:00 p.m. DayOne Pact, Inc (State  Funding and Services) 

7:00  p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Protected  Tomorrows  (Government Benefits and Planning) 

7:15  p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Life's  Plan Inc. (Guardianship, Trusts, and Able Act) 

7:30  p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Intermission (No  Presentation) 

7:45  p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Ray Graham (Day Programming, Vocational and Independent 
Living)  

8:00  p.m. - 8:15 p.m. SEASPAR (Special Recreation) 

8:15  p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Department of Rehabilitation Services (Vocational, College 
Funding, Home Services)  
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West Suburban Options Fair 

 College Degree Programs 

Beacon College--Pursuing the Life Abundant 
Beacon College was the first in the nation accredited to award bachelor degrees exclusively to 
students with learning disabilities and ADHD.  We provide an education and campus culture that 
empowers and guides students along their individual paths to knowledge, self-discovery and 
success.  Beacon College attracts faculty and staff who bring exceptional innovation, experience and 
expertise to their work with students.  Faculty members employ multi-modal teaching strategies 
and a Learning Specialist model that provides students with a high degree of individual attention. 
All Beacon faculty members are trained and proficient in meeting the needs of students who learn 
differently.  Outside the classroom, skilled learning specialists provide one-on-one academic 
support. Other academic supports include a writing center, math lab and peer tutor program.  
www.beaconcollege.edu 
105 East Main Street Leesburg, Florida 
(855)220-5374
Sheryl Nichols, snichols@beaconcollege.edu 

College of DuPage (COD) 
COD is committed to equality of educational opportunities for eligible students with disabilities. 
COD ensures access, provides accommodations and helps to coordinate support services.  In 
addition, COD is an innovative leader among community colleges and is one of the first in the US to 
create and implement programming for this population.  COD has created the Vocational Skills 
Program, offering courses to students challenged with mild to moderate cognitive impairment.  The 
courses are developmental-level, non-transferable credit designed to develop vocational skills that 
can lead to competitive, entry-level employment and enhance everyday living skills.  Classes meet 
two days a week, two hours a day for eight weeks.  
Michael Duggan, Counselor for Students with Disabilities 
Student Services Center, Room 3200 630-942-2845 
Vocational Skills Program 630-942-4591 

Columbia College Chicago 
Columbia College Chicago is a private, nonprofit college offering a distinctive curriculum that blends 
creative and media arts, liberal arts, and business for more than 8,000 students in more than 100 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs.  Dedicated to academic excellence and long-term 
career success, Columbia College Chicago creates a dynamic, challenging, and collaborative space 
for students who experience the world through a creative lens.  
The Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Office coordinates support services for students 
with disabilities and assists in providing access to successful educational experiences at Columbia 
College Chicago. The SSD Office strives to provide the most integrated and appropriate 
accommodations in classes, programs and activities for students with disabilities. Accommodations 
are individualized and may include, but are not limited to, extended time on tests, private and 
reduced distraction testing rooms, note-taking, permission to record lectures, sign-language 
interpreters, preferential seating, audio books and others. 
For  more information, visit colum.edu 
Jeanne Doyle Kelly, Assistant Director, Services for Students with Disabilities 
jkelly@colum.edu 312-369-8134 
Marie Cortopassi, Associate Director of Admissions 
mcortopassi@colum.edu 312-369-7189 
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College Degree Programs 

Concordia University -Chicago 
As a university rooted in the Lutheran tradition, Concordia-Chicago is one of the most affordable 
Christian liberal arts-based universities in the Midwest. We prepare our students academically, 
intellectually, practically and ethically for a meaningful career and life. Graduates of CUC go on to 
seek advanced degrees at schools like University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School, Washington 
University – St. Louis and Northwestern University; and also find employment in their area of study 
by working for companies like Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Marriott Hotels, Walt Disney and IBM Global. 
Between the College of Education, College of Arts and Sciences, College of Business, and Graduate 
programs, students have the opportunity to choose from over 70 different majors including Early 
Childhood Education, Elementary Education, Middle School Education, Secondary Education, 
Computer Science, Sports Management and Criminal Justice. The Center for Accessibility and 
Resource for Excellence (CARE) is a sub-department of the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) at 
Concordia University Chicago. The mission of the Center for Accessibility and Resource for 
Excellence (CARE) is to provide accommodations and support for students with disabilities that will 
ensure their full engagement in campus life, both in the classroom and outside the classroom.  

Contact our Undergraduate Admission Office at 708-209-3100 or admission@cuchicago.edu  

Dean College 
The Morton Family Learning Center offers 3 Tiers of Learning Assistance and Attainment 
comprised of exceptional learning services and academic support. The Morton Family Learning 
Center prides itself on providing varied program options to cater to individual student’s learning 
needs. Each tier has its own unique set of services. 
Tier 1-Arch Learning Community:  As our highest level of learning support, the Dean College Arch 
Learning Community is designed for students with diagnosed learning disabilities and/or other 
learning challenges that would benefit from additional academic support while taking part in a 
traditional college curriculum. 
Tier 2- Academic Coaching Program: The Academic Coaching program is designed to provide 
specialized one-on-one academic coaching to students at Dean College 
Tier 3-Achievement Centers and Services: Dean college offers self-access learning support at no cost 
to all students. Through utilizing The Berenson Writing and Math Centers, faculty and peer tutoring, 
disability services (for those who qualify), assistive technology and programs and workshops 
students can find support to assist them in achieving their academic goals. 

Julie LeBlanc, Dean of Student Success 508-541-1768 | jleblanc@dean.edu 
99 Main Street Franklin, MA 02038 

DePaul University 
www.depaul.edu 
csd@depaul.edu 
Gregory Moorehead 
Director, Center  for Students with Disabilities 
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College Degree Programs 

Dominican University 
Disability Support Services promotes and facilitates full access by empowering students with 
reasonable accommodations, training, collaboration, and innovative programming to create 
opportunities for diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive, and 
sustainable and is an aspect of diversity that is essential to the larger mission of Dominican 
University 

Disability Support Services, DSS@dom.edu 
7900 W. Division River Forest, IL. 60305 
Judy Paulus, DSS Coordinator 708-524-6822 or jpaulus@dom.edu 

Landmark College 
“Landmark College, a global leader of integrated teaching methods for students with learning 
disabilities (like dyslexia), ADHD, and ASD, offers two and four-year degree options and summer 
programs for high school and visiting college students.  Students, faculty, and other professionals 
from all over the world are drawn to Landmark College for its innovative educational model, which 
has been developed over three decades of working with students who learn differently. Landmark’s 
curriculum, designed for students to master academic skills and strategies in a way that builds from 
semester to semester, helps them become confident, self-empowered, and independently successful 
learners.” 

Landmark.edu 
19 River Road South Putney, VT  05346 
Admissions Office: 802.387.6718 or  admissions@landmark.edu 

Lincoln College  
Lincoln College is a private college with two and four year degrees.  Our limited enrollment gives 
students the opportunity to have a more personal relationship with their instructors, advisors, and 
other administrative staff. Many students who are unsure about attending a large school, but who 
want to experience the college environment while feeling supported and having an opportunity to 
be involved on campus, find that Lincoln College is a great fit for them. There is a great deal of 
academic support available, especially for students who may face a few more challenges when it 
comes to academics. Tutoring services are available to all students in all subjects at no additional 
cost to the student. In addition to the general support services and resources available to all 
students, our Office for Disability Services (ODS) provides accommodations and additional support 
for students with disabilities. For families that would like closer involvement with the transition to 
college, consider the ACCESS Program: 
The ACCESS program is a fee-based program for students with AD/HD or any other executive 
function deficits who would like extensive support, involving one-on-one academic coaching.  The 
program consists of a four-day transition seminar, academic coaching sessions one to three times 
per week, academic advising by our staff, monthly group information meetings, and ongoing 
communication between ACCESS coaches and students, parents, instructors, and other student 
support offices on campus.   Students can register for ACCESS at any point in the school year. 
However, we highly encourage them to register for the fall semester before classes begin so that 
they can be advised at orientation by their ACCESS Coach, and also have the opportunity to 
participate in our ACCESS Prep transition seminar before classes begin.  

Allyssa Schweisthal, ACCESS Coordinator (217)735-7335   or   lcods@lincolncollege.edu
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College Degree Programs 

Lincoln Technical Institute 
Founded in 1946 as Lincoln Technical Institute, Inc., Lincoln's over 70 year history has seen 
thousands of Lincoln graduates go onto have successful careers in a diverse range of fields including 
Automotive, Skilled Trades, Health Sciences, Spa & Cosmetology, Business & Information 
Technology, and Culinary. Our career training programs are designed to emphasize experiential 
learning and employability and we are committed to our mission of helping students achieve 
personal and professional success. 
Our instructors are selected for the ideal combination of real-world industry experience and subject 
matter expertise. Students receive personalized attention from our Admissions staff, who will help 
you select your choice of program; from our Financial Aid staff, who will work with you in 
determining a means of financing your education; and from our Career  Services staff, who will 
guide you in your job search process after graduation. 

8317 W. North Avenue Melrose Park, IL  
(708)344-4700

Loras College 
Loras College is a Catholic, liberal arts college of approximately 1600 students located in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Loras recognizes the dignity of persons with disabilities and challenges them to grow in a 
supportive environment while developing the skills associated with active learners, reflective 
thinkers, ethical decision makers and responsible contributors.  The Lynch Learning Center offers 
three levels of services for students with diagnosed disabilities. The Autism Specific Program 
(ARCH) is designed to help students with Autism Spectrum Disorder thrive emotionally, 
academically and socially.  Through the four year program, students work directly with Lynch 
Learning Center staff members designated as Certified Autism Specialists.  The Enhanced Program 
is a comprehensive program designed to provide additional support for students with a primary 
disability of Attention Deficit Disorder or Learning Disability.  An additional fee is charged for these 
two programs. In addition, a wide variety of accommodation services are offered at no additional 
charge as determined by individual need and documentation.  

www.loras.edu 
Lynn Gallagher, Ed.D, Director of Disability Services lynn.gallagher@loras.edu 
Lynch Learning Center   (563)588-7921 

Mitchell College 
Mitchell College celebrates and develops the power of unique minds. 
A four-year coeducational, residential liberal arts college offering bachelor degrees and associate 
degrees, Mitchell developed its distinct educational approach over 75 years, blending a tradition of 
mentoring with an expertise in teaching diverse learning styles to create a highly individualized 
model that benefits all students. Mitchell is committed to the broader community through building 
strong, creative and cooperative partnerships. Our signature program Integrated Career 
Development (IDC) provides for progressive career development directly linked to your individual 
course of study. Located on a beautiful waterfront campus in historic New London, CT, it is also 
home to championship NCAA Division III athletics and the Duquès Academic Success Center which 
includes the renowned Bentsen Learning Center. 

http://www.mitchell.edu 
Jacqueline Jewett M.Ed. (860)701-5457 or Jewett_j@mitchell.edu 
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College Degree Programs 

Morton College 
Morton College is a community college located in Cicero, Illinois. It is the second oldest community 
college in the state. Currently, the college has an enrollment of approximately 5,000 students, about 
25% of whom are full-time. Morton College offers Associate Degree Programs in Arts, Science, 
Applied Science, Fine Arts and Liberal Studies.  There are also may career certificate programs that 
are offered including Accounting, Business Management, Therapeutic Massage, Automotive 
Technology, Heating and Air Conditioning, Computer Aided Design and Early Childhood Education 
just to name a few.  

At Morton College, students who self-identify with a learning, physical, medical, behavioral and/or 
short term disability may receive accommodations when the following steps are followed. 
• Complete and return the Request for Accommodation form (see www.morton.edu).
• Provide appropriate supporting documentation stating a diagnosis.
The  following documentation will be accepted:
• Individual Educational Plan
• Neuropsychological Evaluation
• Medical documentation stating a diagnosis and medication student taking (if any).
• Psycho-Educational Assessment
• Must include test results, diagnosis and suggested accommodations

Typical accommodations can include private room testing, extra test time and note-taking services 
to name a few.  Please schedule an appointment with the Disability Specialist, Jennifer Iniquez, by 
phoning 708-656-8000 ext. 2250. 

Mount St. Joseph University - Project EXCEL 
Mount St. Joseph University (MSJ) offers a Liberal Arts Education with smaller class sizes and a 
supportive environment. Project EXCEL, which has been part of MSJ since 1982, is nationally 
recognized as a highly successful, comprehensive academic support program for students with 
learning differences. We believe in widening the opportunity for students to attend college, 
experience success and leave with a degree. EXCEL has a staff of 19 individuals who share their 
experience and knowledge with our students. We are passionate about what we do.  As a Project 
EXCEL student, you will discover your strengths, address learning challenges and acquire new skills 
that will transfer to your life after college. 

Stacy Mueller, Director Project EXCEL 513-244-4623 stacy.mueller@msj.edu 
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College Degree Programs 

Muskingum University 
The mission of Muskingum University is to offer quality academic programs in the liberal arts and 
sciences in the setting of a residential, coeducational, church-related college and in the context of a 
caring community where individual fulfillment is encouraged and human dignity is respected.  The 
Muskingum University PLUS Program provides structured support services for students with 
learning differences such as specific learning disabilities and AD/HD. 
A learning strategies model blended with a learning conversation approach is the basis for PLUS 
support. Using this model, the professional Learning Consultants and Learning Associates assist 
students by embedding college-level learning strategies with specific course content. 
Muskingum University is located in the village of New Concord, in east-central Ohio. There are 
approximately 1400 undergraduate students. Muskingum University offers many services to 
support students, including spiritual support, counseling services, tutoring services at the Student 
Success Center and the Wellness Center.  We offer free peer tutoring to all students. Services 
include one-on-one tutoring, small group study sessions, study skills workshops and academic 
consultation. In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and ADA, Muskingum 
University makes reasonable accommodations available to qualified students. 
 
Disability Education Office, 740-826-6132 Dr. Traci Tuttle, 740-826-8280 
 
Northeastern Illinois University 
Student Disability Services (SDS) provides academic and technical assistance to students and works 
closely with faculty to facilitate student access.  We provide students with physical and learning 
disabilities reasonable accommodations and services in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). 
 
Roosevelt Gordon Jr., Program Specialist  
Student Disability Services, Division of Student Affairs 
5500 North St. Louis Avenue, Chicago, IL 60625 
Phone: (773) 442-5498  e-mail: rgordon@neiu.edu 
 
Northern Illinois University 
The Disability Resource Center (DRC) at Northern Illinois University (NIU) offers guidance, services 
and resources to help you succeed at NIU. We will work with you to determine your needs and 
develop a plan to meet them.  Our office works to provide reasonable and appropriate 
accommodations for students and the campus community. Exam accommodations, classroom 
accommodations, housing accommodations, reformatting of course materials and adaptive 
technology are a few of the accommodations we offer.  Promoting self-advocacy and 
communication skills, we focus on helping students create collaborative relationships with faculty 
and staff. Faculty are integral to supporting students who are eligible for accommodations in the 
classroom. We work with faculty and department staff so accommodations are understood and 
implemented for student access and success. 
 
Contact the Disability Resource Center 
niu.edu/disability 
drc@niu.edu or (815)753-1303 
 Ask to speak with an Access Consultant 
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College Degree Programs 

Southern Illinois University - Achieve 
SIU embraces a unique tradition of access and opportunity, inclusive excellence, innovation in 
research and creativity, and outstanding teaching focused on nurturing student success.  
Total Full-Time Students: 14,779. Undergraduate Students (full and part-time): 13,031 
Achieve is a comprehensive support service for students with learning disabilities, attention 
deficits, and other learning differences, including students on the autism spectrum. Our team of 
experienced staff advisors, case managers, test proctors, 
academic coaches, and content specific tutors work together to help students meet their academic 
and personal goals. 
All Achieve's services are provided in-house. By providing a centralized location for all services, our 
students have ease of access to assistance, higher quality of services, and better monitoring of 
academic progress. Achieve provides comprehensive services to improve academic, social, 
emotional, and behavioral outcomes for students.  Issues we regularly address include 
organizational problems, writing difficulties, reading difficulties, note-taking difficulties, 
understanding content and staying focused, test anxiety and workload management. 

Roger Pugh, Developmental Skills Training Specialist and Proctoring Supervisor 
achieve@siu.edu    or (618)453-6155 

Universal Technical Institute 
UTI offers a choice of outstanding technical schools that allow you to pick the program that’s right 
for you, including auto technician training, diesel technician training, auto body training, 
motorcycle technician training and marine technician training. You can even train for a career on a 
pit crew at NASCAR Tech. 

Nathan Dent, Senior Student Affairs Advisor ndent@uti.edu 

University of Colorado Boulder 
The Disability Services office at CU Boulder ensures that students with disabilities receive 
reasonable accommodations and services to participate fully in the academic environment. The 
campus firmly believes that students with disabilities are one of many groups that make up our 
campus community and a diverse community broadens our understanding and appreciation for the 
contributions of each individual. While academic accommodations can come in many forms 
depending on the needs of the student, Disability Services strives to provide opportunities beyond 
classroom accommodations and proudly provides and supports student programs such as a 
national chapter for students with ADHD and learning disabilities called Eye to Eye, a 1:1 study 
strategies program known as the Academic Skills Kit (ASK),  events that provide education on 
inclusivity and disability titled Diverse Learners Awareness Week, and adaptive recreation programs 
that include climbing, ice hockey, and yoga with Inclusive Rec. 

For  accommodation questions or for more information on how to register with the Disability 
Services office at CU Boulder, please visit our website at 
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/ or call 303-492-8671.  

10

mailto:achieve@siu.edu
https://webmail.oprfhs.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=4R-XmuCfVxdNksgsQv2rCOjtj8a2w-RJnNC_8J-VzDhNgoHbFBDVCA..&URL=mailto%3andent%40uit.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/


College Degree Programs 

University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana 
Disability Resources and Educational Services - DRES, at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign is a leader in post-secondary disability supports in the nation. Founded in 1948, 
our office was the first of its kind serving students with disabilities at the post-seconday level. Aside 
from the traditional responsibilities of arranging accommodations for students to ensure equal 
access, DRES also provides a great deal of service related to academic and mental health support, as 
well as student life. Our program offers academic coaching, mental health counseling, as well as 
other therapy, support, and skill-building groups. There is no fee for these services. DRES operates 
Beckwith Residential Support Services, a residence hall on campus for students with more 
significant physical and mobility-related disabilities. Beckwith staff help residents hire and train PA 
staff as well as create disability-management plans so that students with these disabilities can most 
effectively manage their independent functioning in adulthood. DRES has a rich history of adapted 
athletics programs. We house the men's and women's wheelchair basketball teams, as well as men's 
and women's wheelchair track and had 13 Paralympians competing in the Rio Games in 2016. DRES 
also houses a fixed-route bus system, testing center, accessible media center, and IT-accessibility 
program.  

For  more information or tour at DRES, please contact Dr. Jonathan Thomas-Stagg at 
jstagg@illinois.edu. 

University of Illinois, Springfield (UIS) 
The Office of Disability Services is the central service that provides students with accommodations 
for disability services at the University of Illinois Springfield. We currently have two specialists on 
staff to provide accommodations and serve other disability related needs to the UIS community. 
Admission to UIS is based upon meeting the UIS admission requirements. 
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to: Psychological, Health, Learning, Sensory, Mobility, 
ADHD, TBI and Asperger’s syndrome. In some cases, accommodations are also available for shorter 
term disabling conditions such as severe medical situations. Accommodations are based upon 
underlying medical and cognitive conditions and may include, but are not limited to: extended time 
for tests and quizzes, distraction free environment for tests and quizzes, a note taker, interpreter 
and FM devices.  

For  assistance in seeking academic accommodations, please contact the UIS Office of  
Disability Services (ODS) in the Human Resources Building, Room 80, phone number 
217-206-6666.
Dr. Sarah Colby Weaver, Director sweav3@uis.edu 

University of Indianapolis - BUILD 
BUILD Program: BUILD is a full support program that is designed to help college students with 
learning-related disabilities earn an associate’s or baccalaureate degree.  This is a fee-for-service 
program that goes beyond the appropriate, reasonable accommodations required for ADA 
compliance. 
• Individualized, professional tutoring is required
• Specialized classes(Study Skills, English, Math, and a Spanish course specifically made for students
with learning differences)
• Focus on Executive Functioning
• Use of the Testing Center
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College Degree Programs 

University of Indianapolis - Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) 
• Supports all disabilities
• Free service / compliance with ADA laws
• Like all students, free tutoring is available through departments
• Student can be enrolled in SSD and BUILD

 For  more information please call (317) 788-3536 or email build@uindy.edu 

University of Iowa 
Student Disability Services at the University of Iowa ensures academic accommodations are 
available for traditionally enrolled students.  Our staff of Accommodation Coordinators work 
individually with students to develop an accommodation plan and to provide information and 
referral to a variety of university resources including the Writing Center, the Math Tutorial Lab, and 
Supplemental Instruction for selected courses.  Our staff assists students with a range of disabilities 
and disability types and at all stages of their academic careers. We work closely with our Career 
Center and Leadership Programs to help ready students for the transition to work or to graduate or 
professional schools.  

Information is available at our website:  https://sds.studentlife.uiowa.edu/, by phone at 
319-335-1462, or by emailing us at sds-info@uiowa.edu.

University of Wisconsin - Madison 
UW–Madison’s McBurney Disability Resource Center is committed to creating an accessible campus 
community for all students. We embrace the idea that a college education is more than attending 
classes and taking exams. Social, recreational, and athletic events as well as employment and 
volunteer opportunities are just as essential for students to realize the full measure of the 
Wisconsin Experience. 
The McBurney Center serves UW–Madison students with physical, learning, sensory, or 
psychological disabilities substantially affecting a major life activity (e.g., walking, communicating, 
learning, seeing, or breathing). Many clients have hidden disabilities such as diabetes, arthritis, 
HIV/AIDS, depression, learning disorders, or other health impairments. The McBurney Center 
evaluates eligibility for disability-related services and accommodations; determines reasonable 
accommodations and develops individualized service plans; and provides advocacy, guidance, and 
ongoing support to students with disabilities, among many other services. 

McBurney Disability Resource Center 
702 W. Johnson Street, Suite 2104 Madison, WI 53715-1007 
Email: mcburney@studentlife.wisc.edu 
Main office numbers: 608-263-2741 (voice or 711 relay)
608-225-7956 (text) 608-265-2998 (fax)
Program website: mcburney.wisc.edu Main website: wisc.edu
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College Degree Programs 

University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee 
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee (UWM) is the second largest University in the Wisconsin State 
System where we offer Undergraduate, Graduate and Doctoral degrees.  UWM is located on the East 
side of Milwaukee and and has strong ties to the Milwaukee community partnering with local 
businesses, the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee Public School District for internship 
opportunities.  All Freshman are required to live on campus and our total student enrollment is 
around 27,000.   The Accessibility Resource Center (ARC) provides students with disabilities 
academic accommodations and support and is a resource for students, faculty and staff in all areas 
pertaining to equal access.   UWM has the largest deaf and hard of hearing student population of all 
Wisconsin State System Colleges and a strong Interpreter Training Program.  

Students interested in receiving academic accommodations may contact the ARC at 414-229-6287 
or uwm.edu/arc
Barbara Simon, Interim Director 414-229-5822 

University of Wisconsin, Whitewater 
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater proudly provides comprehensive services and academic 
support programming for students with disabilities. Since 1972, the Center for Students with 
Disabilities (CSD) at UW-Whitewater has provided a wide array of accommodations, support 
services, auxiliary aids and programs for students, staff and all members of the UW-Whitewater 
community.  Students with disabilities are an essential part of the diversity and accessibility that 
defines the UW-Whitewater campus and CSD is committed to supporting a diverse and stimulating 
academic community. As part of our mission, CSD actively collaborates with students, faculty, and 
staff to create an inclusive, accessible university experience. CSD is dedicated to promoting 
diversity and an equal opportunity for students to fully participate in all aspects of their education 
and university life. 
Project ASSIST is a supplementary, fee-based program that provides comprehensive and 
individualized support services to students. The program is intended to empower students with the 
tools they need to be successful at UW-Whitewater and in the adult community. While the primary 
focus of Project ASSIST is academic support, the program also addresses strengthening the 
student's time management, organization and problem solving skills. Eligible students may choose 
to participate in this program each semester. 

Sara Vogt, Associate Director 262-472-5239 vogts@uww.edu 
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The Western Illinois University - Disability Resource Center  
The role of the Disability Resource Center (DRC) is to facilitate equal access to University classes, 
programs, and activities for students with disabilities.  Because access is a shared University 
responsibility, DRC serves as a resource for faculty, staff and administrators on creating accessible 
and inclusive environments.  While WIU is committed to access and inclusion, it is not possible to 
anticipate all barriers that might exist for individuals with disabilities.  Therefore, the DRC is the 
campus department designated by the University to work with students through an interactive 
process to determine disability and hear requests for reasonable accommodations.  
A commitment to equity, social justice and diversity is embedded in the values of Western Illinois 
University. We recognize disability as a naturally occurring aspect of the diversity of life that is 
integral to society and to the campus community. To that end, Disability Resource Center partners 
with the University community to create environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive and 
sustainable.1 We promote awareness and access through training, partnerships, innovative 
programs and accommodations.  
Find us on the web at www.wiu.edu/drc. 
 
Western Michigan University - Disability Services for Students 
The mission of Disability Services for Students at Western Michigan University is to make education 
accessible. A student is a student, regardless of the issues, challenges or conditions faced. DSS 
advocates for the student to be provided with the appropriate tools to allow that person the 
opportunity to reach goals and potential. Those tools, academic accommodation or adjustment, 
facilitate learning while maintaining the integrity of course content and outcomes. 
 
Contact DSS: (269)387-2116 http://wmich.edu/disabilityservices  
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 College Experience Programs 

Chapel Haven, Inc. 
Founded in 1972,  Chapel Haven has been changing lives for  adults  with disabilities for  45 
years. This award-winning non-profit teaches adults  with developmental and social 
disabilities to live independent  and productive lives through a nationally accredited 
transitional living program and approved  private special education school. A new $41.5 
million  capital  campaign will  entail a campus transformation  and the addition of  a senior 
living facility, allowing  senior  members  of the community to continue to live among friends 
and with independence.  Chapel Haven serves  more than  250  adults  (18  years of age and 
older) in the residence and the community with three distinct programs; REACH, 
Asperger's Syndrome  Adult  Transition  (ASAT), and Chapel Haven West (Tucson,  AZ). 
Attend an open house  this fall to see  this renowned program in action! Visit  our website at 
www.chapelhaven.org . 
 
College of  Charleston- REACH Program 
The REACH Program at the College of Charleston  is a four-year,  fully-inclusive  certificate 
program for  students with mild intellectual  and/or developmental  disabilities. The REACH 
Program  promotes  the advancement of  knowledge  and skill  in the areas of academics, 
socialization, independent  living, and career  development. 
Students in the REACH  Program are able to participate in all  activities offered  by the 
College of  Charleston,  with individualized  support for success.  These include: 
• Attending traditional classes (with modifications  and support); 
• Living in traditional on-campus housing and residence  halls; 
• Completing internships; 
• Participation in campus clubs, activities, and organizations; and 
• Peer-mentoring. 
 
College Internship Program 
CIP operates  five  full-year post-secondary programs  across the US. Each program provides 
individualized  academic, social, career, and life skills support for young adults  ages 18-26 
with ASD, ADHD,  and other learning differences.  CIP also offers  10 summer programs  for 
teens and young adults ages 16-26.  Visit www.cipsummer.org. 
 
CIP National  Office  
199 South St.  Pittsfield, MA 01201 
 (877)566-9247 admissions@cipworldwide.org www.cipworldwide.org  
 
CIP Bloomington 
425 N. College Ave Bloomington  IN 47404 
(812)323-0600 asullivan@cipbloomington.org www.cipbloomington.org 
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College of  Dupage  COACH Program 
COD is committed to equality of educational  opportunities for  eligible students with 
disabilities and ensures access, provides  accommodations and helps to coordinate  support 
services.  COD  also offers  a variety of  programming for students with mild to moderate 
cognitive impairment and focus  on vocational skills, reading and writing abilities and life 
skills.  This fall, COD  launched the COACH  Program, which is a 2-year program that  focuses 
on academics, social and independence  skills  and career exploration. For  more information 
on these  programs,  please visit www.cod.edu/vocational  or  contact: 
Susan Landers, Program Manager (630)942-2176    or LandersS@cod.edu 
 
Concordia University Wisconsin - Bethesda College 
The Bethesda College of  Applied Learning  is a unique, two-year post secondary  certificate 
program where people with intellectual and developmental disabilities can realize  their 
dream  of receiving  a college education. Students enrolled in Bethesda College live on the 
CUW campus in integrated residence  halls.  At CUW they can build lifelong friendships, 
practice their faith and participate in clubs and student activities. Bethesda College’s faculty 
members are always available  to support each student and help them get the most from 
their college experience.   The Bethesda College of  Applied Learning  is built on an inclusive 
model focused  on academics  and employment. Combining a liberal  arts focus with skills 
development coursework, Bethesda College’s curriculum is a blended model designed to 
help students grow intellectually, vocationally, socially, personally and spiritually. 
https://bethesdalutherancommunities.org/services/educational-supports/ 

Elmhurst Learning & Success Academy (ELSA) 
ELSA is a four-year, post-secondary, college experience program for young adults  between 
the ages of 18 and 28  with developmental disabilities.  The  program emphasizes  three key 
areas:   Academics and Career Exploration,  Independent Living Skills,  and Social and 
Recreational Skills.  ELSA students can be involved in in Elmhurst College clubs, 
organizations and intramural  sports and live on campus in college residence halls.   ELSA 
students also have opportunities to individualize their  college experience with ELSA 
electives where our students participate in traditional college courses  as a pass/no-pass. 
The ELSA curriculum includes career courses, independent living courses, 
math/science/technology courses,  literacy courses and courses  in social issues.  In addition, 
ELSA students with strong academic skills  can pursue for-credit  courses and build  a college 
transcript with the ELSA+ program. Degree  seeking students who are interested  in support 
beyond what’s  typically  available  through our Access and Disability Services  can enroll in 
the Advantage program and augment their  degree  courses with one ELSA course. 
Advantage  students first  apply to Elmhurst College, then apply  to the ELSA program and 
are encouraged  to work with our staff as well  as the college Access  and Disability 
Coordinator. 
Tim Ahlberg, ELSA Admission director  
(630)  617  3752    or ahlbergt@elmhurst.edu  
Corinne  Smith, Access and Disability Services  Coordinator  
630-617-6448     or corinne.smith@elmhurst.edu  
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Judson University 
Judson University  offers traditional 4-year undergraduate programs  in Art, Design & 
Architecture; Business & Professional  Studies;  Liberal Arts, Sciences & Education; 
Pre-Professional  Programs, as well as Graduate and Adult Programs.  Judson  also offers  the 
RISE  Program;  RISE stands for Road to Independent Living, Spiritual Formation and 
Employment.   The purpose is to give students with intellectual disabilities the college life 
experience,  in a live-on-campus Christian  community, and to prepare  them to live 
independently and be competitively employed.  RISE  is a 2-year  program that  includes a 
customized  curriculum, as well as opportunities for the students to audit traditional 
student courses  in a subject area that they choose.  The customized curriculum includes 
independent  living, math &  money management,  personal fitness  & wellness, 
person-centered planning, professional skills  and current events.  Both on- and off-campus 
internships  are part of  the program.  RISE  students are fully-engaged in Judson  student life 
– participating in chapel three times per week, small groups, choir,  Spirit Squad, 
music/theater/social activities, etc.  Our earn a Certificate of Completion in Liberal Arts and 
participate in the Judson graduation ceremony.  Ideal candidates for the RISE program are 
students 18-25  years of age, with a diagnosed  intellectual disability, a high school diploma 
or equivalent,  practical  reading/writing skills and a desire  to learn with traditional 
students.  An online application is available  at www.judsonu.edu/RISE  and the application 
deadline for the August  2018  cohort  is January 31, 2018. 
 
RISE  Contact: Kathy Lambert, kathryn.lambert@judsonu.edu  or  847-628-2524 
 
Traditional Undergraduate Contact: Adam Westhauser, adam.westhauser@judsonu.edu or 
847-628-2520 
 
Mansfield Hall 
Mansfield Hall is a residential academic and social support program for  students attending 
any one of the local  colleges or universities (Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin,  Madison 
College, Edgewood College; Burlington, VT:  University  of Vermont, Champlain College, St. 
Michael's College, Community College of Vermont).   Students participate in a living and 
learning community and receive  explicit support in Learning  (course  planning, supervised 
study hall, writing instruction, executive function coaching, etc), Living  (independent  living 
skills,  culinary instruction, etc), Giving (community service  and internship  opportunities), 
and Engaging  (pro-social  development, self advocacy, building a healthy peer  network). 
Mansfield Hall serves  college-capable students who have lagging  skills  due to ADHD, 
language  based learning differences, challenges with working memory or  processing 
speeds, Asperger's,  and High Functioning Autism. 
 
For more information  please visit www.mansfieldhall.org  or  contact us at 
info@mansfieldhall.org  or  877-205-3785. 
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College Experience Programs 

Middlebridge  School--A Place to Belong  and Become 
The Bridge Program at Middlebridge School is a coeducational postgraduate program for 
students with learning differences.  Highly individualized  education promotes students’ 
academic, social and emotional growth, and fosters a lifelong love of  learning.  The Bridge 
Program  is individualized  to help each student achieve his  or her personal goals, and 
incorporates supported off-campus living, college classes, continued study skills 
development and internship experiences  in beautiful  South County Rhode Island. The 
Bridge  program is offered in conjunction with the Community College of  Rhode  Island 
(CCRI), the University of Rhode Island (URI), and New England  Technical Institute (NETI). 
Bridge  students may enroll at one of these schools and study what they choose from a 
multitude of classes offered. 

Minnesota Life College 
Since our founding in 1996, Minnesota Life College (MLC) has remained  dedicated to 
helping our students make  successful transitions towards independent  living and financial 
self-sufficiency. MLC’s three-year  Undergraduate Program encourages the personal growth 
of  each student through a unique and individualized process. As they participate  in training 
internships  and independent living skills curricula, students gain valuable  social and 
vocational experiences  and begin to develop their own community within an ever-changing 
“Real World” setting. Important  life skills  such as grocery shopping, meal planning, 
personal grooming,  finances, navigating public transit and more are taught in the students’ 
apartments  and the surrounding community. Once our students graduate, they have the 
opportunity to participate in our Community Living Program, which allows  them to live 
independently in the apartment or home of their choice, while offering life-long access to a 
menu of services  that can enhance their independent life.  Located in Richfield, Minnesota 
(a suburb of Minneapolis/St. Paul), our programs attract  a diverse  student body from 28 
different states and internationally  and help them achieve independence  and full,  happy, 
meaningful lives!  
Nina Jonson,  Director  of Enrollment and Outreach (612)876-9431  or 
njonson@mnlifecollege.org  

OPTIONS  Transitions 
OPTIONS Transitions  to Independence is a comprehensive  boarding program for 
post-secondary  students with learning disabilities, attention disorders, language based 
disorders  and/or executive functioning deficits.  Students enrolled in OPTIONS face a 
variety of obstacles, including academic, employment,  independent living, social and 
emotional challenges.   OPTIONS offers instruction and assistance for  students who need to 
further  develop skills  in each of these areas.  As students transition through the phases of 
OPTIONS, they develop skills  and acquire the crucial tools necessary for  independent life. 
Initially part of the Brehm Preparatory  School campus, OPTIONS has evolved and expanded 
services, empowering students since 1990.   If achieving and/or managing independence  is 
a concern, OPTIONS Transitions to Independence can help.
To learn more  about  OPTIONS, please view our website at www.experienceoptions.org, or 
contact  us by calling  618-549-4201.  
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P.A.C.E.  at National  Louis University 
P.A.C.E. (Path to Academics,  Community and Employment) is a three  year, post-secondary 
certificate  program designed  to meet the transitional needs  for  young adults  with multiple 
intellectual, learning and developmental disabilities.  P.A.C.E. is one of  the leading 
residential-based  programs  in the country that  integrates employment preparation, 
independent  living skills coaching, functional academic courses and social development 
into a curriculum that  prepares  students for independent living. Students have a range of 
intellectual, learning and developmental disabilities, most often in the areas of language, 
mathematics, reading comprehension, abstract reasoning  as well as organizational and 
social difficulties.   Student  diagnoses include learning and intellectual  disabilities, 
high-functioning autism spectrum disorders,  executive function disorder, speech and 
language  impairments and other  similar disabilities.  
 
P.A.C.E. at  NLU 312-261-3770     or paceprogram@nl.edu  
Mallory  Pratt 312-261-3281    or mpratt6@nl.edu  
 
Shepherds College 
Shepherds  College is a fully  accredited,  three year, post-secondary  program that  trains and 
equips students with IDD  in occupational, life and social skills.  Occupational specialty 
majors include Technology,  Culinary Arts and Horticulture. Additionally,  general 
educational components include functional academics, spiritual life, daily living skills and 
social/emotional skills. Students develop life skills  through three  phases of the Residential 
Life  program; which includes dorms, houses and apartments. 
 
University  of  Iowa- Reach Program 
The University  of Iowa's REACH  Program is a two-year certificate  transition program for 
students with multiple  intellectual,  cognitive, and learning disabilities.  Since 2008, UI 
REACH  has provided  a Big 10 university  experience  to empower young adults to become 
independent, engaged members of the community.  Courses, campus life, and career 
preparation assist students in reaching  their  full  potential. 
 
UI REACH  accepts a class of approximately  20-25 students each year from  across the nation 
who will  go through two  years of a life skills  and career readiness  based curriculum and 
there  is also a third  year option for up to 10  students who need  to develop even more skills 
to transition into more independent living in an apartment setting.  UI REACH ensures 
these  young adults  have gone through detailed career  development, have learned career 
strategies, researched resources, and are ready  to work in a myriad  of job opportunities. 
 
240 S. Madison, S229  LC  Iowa  City, IA 52242 
Phone: 319-384-2127    Fax: 319-384-2167 
reach@uiowa.edu 
www.education.uiowa.edu/reach 
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Achieving Independence  and Mobility  - Center for  Independent Living 
Achieving Independence  and Mobility  Center  for  Independent Living (AIM-CIL) is a 
not-for-profit non-residential organization that  serves  people of any age with any disability 
who reside in our service  area of DuPage, Kane  and Kendall  Counties. Our mission  is to 
empower persons  with disabilities to effectively control and direct their lives. Through 
training, community development and advocacy, we enable  persons  with disabilities to 
fully  participate  in family, social and community life. Our core  services  include, Advocacy, 
Independent Living  Skills Training, Information and Referral, Peer  Counseling and 
Transition.  Other services include, Hearing/Visual Impairment, Personal Assistant Services, 
Youth Services and Senior Health Insurance Program/Medicare and Medicaid services.  All 
of  our services are free  of charge and we accept appointments and walk-ins as well. 
Cayleigh Ballard,  Youth Services  Coordinator cballard@aim-cil.org 
Barbara  Pacourek, Communications Access Advocate bpacourek@aim-cil.org  
Phone: (630) 469-2300    Videophone:  (630) 984-4251     www.aim-cil.org 

ASPIRE  
Aspire was founded in 1960 and is recognized  throughout Illinois as a leader in providing 
bold, pioneering and uncompromising services  to children and adults  with developmental 
disabilities, their families and the Chicagoland community.We are one of the most 
innovative human service non-profits in the Midwest with an incredibly talented  and 
dedicated  team of more  than  200  that serves  nearly 1,000  kids and adults  every year. 
https://www.aspirechicago.com/ 
Francisca  Favela ffavela@aspirechicago.com 

The Autism Assessment,  Research,  Treatment, and Services (AARTS) Center at Rush 
University  Medical  Center 
The AARTS Center at Rush offers unparalleled expertise in diagnosing and treating 
children,  adolescents and adults with autism spectrum disorder  (ASD) through the life 
span. Our multidisciplinary team partners with patients,  families and each other to help 
individuals with ASD reach their fullest potential. We work to meet the unmet needs  of 
people with ASD and their  families through clinical  services  including: 

● Expert diagnostic evaluations
● Treatment through individual, couples, and group therapies
● Transition planning
● Comprehensive care to address other  medical conditions and behavioral challenges

often  associated with ASD
The AARTS Center at Rush is dedicated to leading these research  efforts in the Chicago 
area. We develop and lead studies to better understand ASD and develop novel, integrated 
treatments with the potential to address  the complexity of ASD throughout the lifespan. 
Through our expertise  and leadership in the autism community, we are able to connect 
individuals and families to the resources needed in terms of both day-to-day living and 
long-term planning.  Our team cultivates  relationships with other specialists at Rush and 
our surrounding community to connect individuals to necessary referral sources. 
1645  W. Jackson Blvd.  Suite 603 Chicago,  IL 60612 
Phone: 312-942-0819   Fax: 312-942-2410 
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Autonomy Works 
AutonomyWorks, located steps from the BNSF train station in Downers Grove Illinois, was 
founded to create job opportunities for individuals with autism and others with similar 
abilities.  AutonomyWorks believes the unique talents and abilities of people with autism 
are perfectly matched to the highly technical, business Process Execution  tasks in today’s 
marketplace.   AutonomyWorks recruits, trains and directly hires  individuals with 
disabilities on to our team of Associates.  Ideal candidates will have basic computer skills, 
keen attention to detail,  a commitment to quality  and the maturity to work autonomously 
in a professional office  environment.   AutonomyWorks also offers a 4, 6 or 8 week Training 
Program  for  qualified candidates.  

Joelle Szyszka, Manager of Talent  Development  (630)403-8356
contactus@emailautonomy.com  

Best Buddies Citizens 
Best Buddies Citizens  matches people with IDD in one-to-one friendships with other 
individuals in the corporate  and civic communities. Without  love, support, and friends,  our 
lives would be empty- a life that people with IDD have been forced  to live throughout 
history.  Citizen  Buddies  are changing this by simply sharing  their time with new friends. 
This  program makes a difference one friendship  at a time. By spending time with one 
another, the lives of both individuals are enhanced through a mutually-enriching 
friendship.  Everyone involved with the program learns to see the world from a brand new 
perspective,  becoming more understanding, patient  and accepting of others within society. 

Michelle Forbes,Program Manager |Best  Buddies  Illinois 
101 West Grand Avenue | Suite 400  | Chicago, Illinois 60654 
Phone: 312.828.9313  |Fax: 312.828.9421 |Email:  MichelleScandora@bestbuddies.org 

Best Buddies - Jobs 
Best Buddies goal  is to help individuals secure integrated employment which allows 
individuals to earn an income, pay taxes  and continuously and independently support 
themselves.  Best Buddies Jobs provides  businesses  access to a pool of talented  job 
candidates who are eager to make  a contribution and become part of a team. Individuals 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities are working in a wide variety of industries 
and are often some  of the most loyal and dedicated employees within a company. Law 
firms, financial  institutions, investment banking firms, entertainment industry, city, county 
and state  government and technology companies are a few of the industries that have 
benefited  from hiring a person through the Best Buddies Jobs program. Best Buddies 
Illinois offers  its Jobs program in all  of Cook County. The program focuses on white-collar 
jobs, which sets it apart from so many others, because Best Buddies assists  individuals in 
careers  that are not only enjoyable, but also competitive and inclusive. 

Flynn Okner, Employment Consultant  I  Best Buddies  Illinois 
101 West Grand Avenue, Suite 400 I  Chicago, IL 60654 
Tel: 312.828.9313  I  Fax: 312.828.9421 I  E-mail: FlynnOkner@bestbuddies.org 
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Beyond Akeela 
Beyond Akeela  blends elements of a traditional  summer camp with components of a teen 
tour into a 3 week summer program with an intentional focus on helping teens with ASD 
and NVLD transition into college and the workforce. Participants are part of  a tight-knit 
community, in which they practice post-secondary life skills, experience  adventure, and 
thrive  socially. Beyond Akeela  expands their  horizons,  reveals their  leadership potential 
and creates bonds of  friendship  that will  last  a lifetime. Beyond Akeela  campers are bright, 
independent  and academically successful  young adults  in 11th or  12th grade. The program 
operates  on the campus of  Lawrence University  in Appleton, WI, with travel to popular 
Midwest destinations such as Chicago. 
 
Kevin Trimble, Beyond Akeela Director 
Phone: 866-680-4744 
Email: kevin@campakeela.com 
 
CARD-  Center for  Autism  & Related Disabilities  
The Center  for  Autism and Related Disorders, Inc. (CARD)  is among the world’s largest and 
most experienced  providers  effectively  treating children with autism and related disorders 
using principles of  Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). Building on the successes  of the CARD 
Child Services Program, we developed the CARD  Teen  and Adult  Service Programs to 
address a wide range of skills  and deficits. As children enter adolescence, it becomes 
increasingly important to deliver a targeted curriculum comprised  of carefully prioritized, 
customized  skill  targets. The CARD  Teen  and Adult  Services Goal is to cultivate  skills  that 
promote independence,  increase access to appropriate social activities, facilitate 
relationship building, prepare  for  higher education, and develop enjoyable leisure 
activities. 
 
Marisol Remoquillo 
Regional Manager – Midwest 
6930  Roosevelt Road I Oak Park, IL 60304 
Phone: 708.358.3000x1651  I Email: m.remoquillo@centerforautism.com 
*Additional offices in  Oak  Park, Naperville, Chicago, Hoffman Estates, Tinley Park 
*New locations  coming soon to Aurora, Westmont, and  Crystal Lake! 
Marisol Remoquillo 
Regional Manager – Midwest Region 
www.centerforautism.com 
 
ChatAbilities:  
ChatAbilities is a team of  specialists who utilize a variety of treatment  methodologies to 
remediate  speech, language, social communication and reading disorders. Our team of 
Speech Language Pathologists and Literacy  Tutors work with children and adolescents in 
both individual and group therapy sessions. 
 
http://www.chatabilities.com/index.html 
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Cherubim  Developmental Training  Program  
http://www.cherubimdtp.com/  
211 East Illinois Street, Suite 3 
Wheaton,  IL 60187 
Phone: Ann Johnson-Wolff 630-715-7278 
ann.wolff@cherubimdtp.com 

Community  Support Services 
Community Support Services  (CSS) is a non-profit dedicated to improving the lives of 
children and adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities (I/DD)  and their families. 
Each year, more than  800  families choose  services  from CSS to help their loved ones 
recognize their own abilities, gain independence and self-confidence. Call us today to see 
how our services can help your family. 
OUR FULL RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDE: 

● Respite Services: provides  important breaks for caregivers to reduce stress and
improve  family dynamics.

● Adult  & Residential Services: Helps individuals live successfully on their own, and in
seven  group homes.

● Family Support Center: Offers bi-lingual/bi-cultural resources for  young adults.
● Supported  Employment: Guides  young adults  in finding /retaining jobs and building

skills.
● Supported  Parenting: Helps parents with I/DD have stronger more productive

families.
● CSS Academy Programs: Weekly  classes in life skills,  the arts, health/wellness and

technology.
Necole  Mills,  Vice President of Community Programs 
9021  Ogden Avenue, Brookfield, IL 60513 
D:  708-688-2140   P: 708.354.4547  ext.  267    F: 708.688.4071 
www.CSSservices.org 

Connection of Friends 
5 years  ago, two  grandparents decided to create a place for  their grandchildren  and other 
young adults with special needs. A place  that would  offer supported programming for all 
ability levels; a place that would  offer age appropriate activities; a place where life skills 
and conversational skills could be practiced and not lost; a place  where these young adults 
could make friends. That place is now known  as Connection of Friends. 
Connection of Friends is a community-based program which provides  a place for  teens, age 
16  and older, and adults with special needs, to gather socially with an emphasis on life skill, 
volunteer and fitness activities on a daily basis and Saturday evenings.  Our primary 
purpose  is for participants  to engage in meaningful ways within a supported  environment. 
www.connectionoffriends.org 
1771  S. Wiesbrook Road, Wheaton 
Sarah Donnelly, Executive Director (630)260-0922 
sdonnelly@connectionoffriends.org 
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CSH Supportive  Housing 
 CSH works to expand supportive housing as an option for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.  Supportive Housing means an individual has their own 
apartment  with supportive  services  specific to their  needs.  CSH advances solutions that  use 
housing as a platform for  services  to improve  the lives of the most vulnerable people, 
maximize public resources and build  healthy communities.  CSH will  be sharing 
information about  supportive housing and the steps students and their  families will can 
take  if they are interested  in this option. 
 
Julie Nelson, Senior  Program Manager 
205 W. Randolph, 23 rd  Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Office:  312.332.6690 ext  2828 
 
DayOne  Pact, Inc 
DayOne PACT  is unique among not-for-profit  agencies serving DuPage, Kane,  and Kendall 
Counties  as it is the only life-spanning (birth to death) service coordination agency for 
people with developmental  disabilities. The maze and red  tape loved ones  must get 
through to find  needed services  are often overwhelming to families 
For DuPage County: 750  Warrenville Road, Suite 300 Lisle, IL 60532 
630-960-9700  (telephone and “Crisis  After Hours”  – 24  Hour Accessibility) 
331-481-4347  (tdd) 
800-637-7181  (toll  free) 
http://www.dayonepact.org/ 
 
DEI- Disability Employment Initiative 
To help youth with disabilities obtain assistance in pursuing educational and career 
opportunities. The grant is a collaborative effort among local  community resource 
providers  as well as the workforce  center- workNet DuPage and community college- 
College of  DuPage. Together  these programs  are offering a collaborative  array of  services 
for career counseling and guidance, potential scholarships  for  education tuition, 
internships  and work based learning opportunities, as well as employment opportunities.  
 
Division  of  Rehabilitation  Services (DRS)Division of Rehabilitation  Services (DRS) 
Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS)Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) is the 
state's lead agency serving  individuals with disabilities. DRS works in partnership with 
people with disabilities and their  families to assist them in making  informed  choices to 
achieve  full  community participation through employment,  education, and independent 
living opportunities. DRS staff provide  services  to people with disabilities in 48 local offices 
located in communities throughout the state. 
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=29736 
DHS  Customer Help Line  (800) 843-6154 
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Easter Seals of Dupage  
Easter Seals DuPage &  Fox Valley is dedicated  to providing services  for  infants, children 
and adults  with disabilities and providing support for the families who love and care for 
them. Children  with and without  disabilities will find the highest quality  services  designed 
to meet their individual needs when they come to Easter Seals. Teams of  therapists, 
teachers  and other health professionals  help each person  overcome obstacles to 
independence and reach his  or  her personal goals. Easter Seals also includes families as 
active members  of any therapy program, and offers  the support network families need. 
http://www.easterseals.com/dfv /  
 
EDGE   Learning and Wellness Collegiate  Community  
EDGE is a substance-free, co-educational young adult  transition program with an emphasis 
on college-level learning and holistic wellness.  Located  in the loop downtown Chicago 
85% of all EDGE students go on to independent living following their  time at EDGE and 
continue to be living independently six months post-discharge. Over 90%  of EDGE students 
who finish  the program successfully continue to have success in independent  living twelve 
months post-completion 
With a limit of 16 students, EDGE provides  a nurturing community that  emphasizes 
connection and relationship as well as a high degree  of individual support and 
accountability 
EDGE students take  classes at or  pursue admission  to any of the more than  20 colleges and 
universities  within 5 miles of the program 
Each student works with a life coach and a learning coach in the program and many 
students take  advantage of Chicago’s  rich  therapeutic resources for  additional outpatient 
therapy 
Mary Beth Kerf  mkerf@edgelearningcommunity.org  
847-708-8189  
63  East Lake Street, Chicago,  IL 
www.edgelearningcommiunity.org 
  
Epilepsy Foundation 
The Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago  is an Illinois not-for-profit  organization 
serving  43 counties, offering  counseling, advocacy and educational services  to people with 
epilepsy, their  families, and the communities in which they live. The  Epilepsy Foundation of 
Greater  Chicago  leads the fight to overcome the challenges of living with epilepsy and to 
accelerate therapies  to stop seizures,  find cures, and save lives. 
 
Epilepsy Foundation Greater Chicago 
17  N. State  St., Suite 650  Chicago,  IL  60602 
www.epilepsychicago.org  
EFGC  (800)273-6027  312-939-8622 
Epilepsy &  Seizures 24/7 Helpline 
1-800-332-1000 
en Espanol  1-866-748-8008 
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The  Estate Planning Law Group 
“Serving People  with Special Needs  and  Those  Who  Love  Them” 

Our firm assists families with planning  for  their loved ones  with special needs.  This  can 
include estate planning (either  wills  or trusts), special needs trusts, and guardianship. 

Kirsten L. Izatt   (630)871-8778 
600 W. Roosevelt Rd. Wheaton, IL 60187 
www.TEPLG.com 

The Eval Center 
The Eval Center  provides  comprehensive vocational/transition  evaluation  and consulting 
services. We provide services  for  the Department of Human Services/Division of 
Rehabilitation  Services, also receive referrals directly from  high schools,  advocates, and 
parents. We have staff fluent in American Sign Language  and are all  Master's level certified 
and licensed rehabilitation counselors. Our expertise is in assessing  students with a wide 
variety of strengths and challenges to provide age appropriate assessments and data that 
can be used to help drive their transition plan.  Each vocational/transition assessment  is 
individualized  and utilizes a variety of standardized  measurements to clearly define a 
student's work related academic levels, aptitudes,  interests, dexterity, work pace, accuracy, 
work skills,  social communication skills,  behaviors, etc. so appropriate education/training, 
employment, and independent living goals can be pursued. This also arms students and 
families with valuable information when making  post high school plans, and the steps 
students need to take  to develop and achieve their goals. 

1107  S. Mannheim Rd.  Suite 211  Westchester, IL 60154 
www.theevalcenter.org  
(708)  589-4040  (phone)  (708)  589-4057  (fax)
Contact person:  Lisa Byrne   Email: Lisa.Byrne@theevalcenter.org

Family Aligned, LLC 
All parents should have an estate plan  in place  to safeguard their family's well-being, 
regardless of what the future may hold. This is possibly even more important when a 
member of  the family has special needs. Our Family Aligned attorneys are dedicated to 
helping families navigate the complexities of special needs estate planning. The services  we 
offer  include not only wills,  revocable and irrevocable trusts and powers of attorney, but 
also guidance, documents and representation for  special needs trusts and guardianships. 
We will  create a personalized plan  for  your family that protects government benefits. Talk 
to one of our attorneys to determine  how we may be of service  to you and your family. We 
meet with potential  clients in Naperville and Buffalo Grove. 

Beth Grabowski, Attorney at Law bgrabowski@familyaligned.com  
Paul Grabowski, Attorney at  Law pgrabowski@familyaligned.com  
2135  City Gate Lane, Ste. 300 Naperville, IL 60563    Tel: (630)780-1010 
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Family Benefit Solutions 
We help families obtain  and maintain  all of the government benefits for which they appear 
eligible.  We connect families with waiver programs, with professionals  they may need for 
future planning,  and provide presentations to families and to professionals. 
 
http://www.familybenefitsolutions.com/  
 
GiGi Playhouse 
GiGi’s  Playhouse Hoffman Estates provides  resources, specialized teaching, and support to 
individuals with Down syndrome, their  families and the community. All  of our programs 
are free to our families and are therapeutic in nature. Each of  them are designed  to work on 
specific  skill  development in several areas including speech and language,  social 
development, and fine  and gross  motor skills. 
 
2350  W. Higgins  Road Hoffman  Estates, IL 60169 
(847)885-PLAY • Fax: (847)885-4903 
https://gigisplayhouse.org/hoffmanestates/ 
 
Helping Hand 
Helping Hand Center is a nonprofit  organization dedicated to improving  the lives of 
children and adults with disabilities in suburban  Cook County and greater Chicagoland 
communities. We offer a wide range of of person-centered  programs  and services that 
enhance the educational, therapeutic, residential, and employment opportunities for  those 
we serve. Our programs and services include a school  for  children  with autism,  an 
outpatient  clinic, high school transition services, community living homes, adult  day and 
afterhours  programming, and employment services. 
 
9649  W. 55th Street Countryside, IL 60525-3632 
Phone: (708) 352-3580 
www.hhcenter.org 
 
ICASH:  Illinois State  Treasurer 
The Illinois Treasurer’s Office  is the custodian of all unclaimed property  remitted  to the 
State  by holders. Under the law,  banks, insurance companies, utilities,  government 
agencies, businesses,  and other institutions are required to annually report all unclaimed 
property  they hold. 
Unclaimed property is all property, tangible  or  intangible  (except real estate and items with 
a property  title),  that has gone unclaimed for 5 years and the required attempts  by the 
holder  to locate the owner(s)  were unsuccessful.  Common examples of unclaimed 
property  include: inactive bank accounts and safe deposit boxes, unclaimed life insurance 
benefits, utility  refunds,  stocks, and other  investments. 
 
Visit  IllinoisTresurer.gov/ICASH  for  more information. 
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ICRE 
The Illinois Center for Rehabilitation and Education – Roosevelt (ICRE-R) is a            
residential/day school for students with a physical disability and/or other health           
impairment, located in the Illinois Medical District of Chicago, at 1950 W. Roosevelt Rd.,              
Chicago, IL 60608. ICRE-R is a two plus year Transition Program that provides students              
with instruction, opportunities and experiences to make a successful transition to adult life.             
Students may attend ICRE-R and live in the residential dormitories or attend the Transition              
Program on a daily basis Monday – Thursday. All students will follow the school calendar               
and return home for  weekends, and vacation breaks.  
Student applicants must have a physical disability, ages 18-21 years, have a current             
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan and must hold or bank the              
diploma, be medically stable, and have the potential to benefit from the ICRE-R Transition              
Services. Admission documentation must be submitted by March 1st, each admission case            
will be reviewed and applicants will be notified of status. Accepted students will register at               
the ICRE-R Transition Program before starting in the school year. Each student will also              
need to register at the Local Education Agency (LEA) and coordinate services (including             
transportation) with the LEA/local high school. 
ICRE-R is part of the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) and the Division of               
Rehabilitation Services (DRS) and provides Transition Services for eligible students in the            
State  of Illinois. The  ICRE-R program is free  to Illinois students.  
To schedule  a tour and for  more information  please contact: 
ICRE-R Admissions Office   1950 W. Roosevelt Road, Chicago, IL 60608 
Telephone:  312 433-3125    Email:  susan.devitt@illinois.gov
Website:www.icre-roosevelt.org 
 
Jobs for  Dyslexics, Inc 
Is a nonprofit agency providing employment services  to people with Dyslexia and related 
learning challenges to make successful  transitions from  high school to work and/or college. 
We assist people in discovering their  strengths thereby making informed  choices related to 
career  paths, honing their skills, resume building,  interview techniques, job searches  and 
others,  including job coaching when needed. 
Laura Cianci, Executive Director 
LaGrange Park, IL 60526 
(630)251-7261 
 
KARIN  M. GRIMES, LCSW  
The focus of Ms. Grimes’ practice is helping adolescents with ADHD and/or LD improve 
their current functioning at  school and at  home  and prepare for  the independent 
functioning necessary  to make a successful  transition to college or other  postsecondary 
settings. Services provided  include counseling with adolescents and their  families, which 
may be covered  by the family’s insurance. 
For more information  about  these services,  email Karin Grimes at karingrimes@att.net. 
1010  Lake Street, Suite 111,  Oak  Park, IL 60301 
http://www.ontrackforcollegecoaching.com/ 
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Life’s Plan 
Life’s  Plan,  Inc. manages two Pooled trusts (3rd  party/OBRA)  for  people with disabilities 
and their families.  These trusts allows  for  a beneficiary or their family to use their own 
private funds set aside in a trust that  is safely protected  for  supplemental  use without  loss 
of  important public  benefits such as Supplemental  Security Income (SSI) and Medicaid.  A 
pooled trust provides  a trust document along  with the Trustee service  that can be an 
effective and economical planning tool for families in establishing a special needs trust 
account  for  an individual with disabilities in receipt of an inheritance or lump sum 
payment.   Life’s  Plan Inc. has been serving individuals with disabilities and their families 
for over 31 years as Non-Profit  Trust organization.  Life’s  Plan Inc. can also offer families 
individual trust management as well.  

For more information please contact: 
Scott  Nixon, Executive Director 
630-628-7189   or  snixon@lifesplaninc.org
www.lifesplaninc.org

Lindamood  Bell Learning Processes 
Lindamood-Bell builds the imagery-language foundation to teach students to read and 
comprehend to their potential.  Our instruction develops language  processing, 
strengthening the sensory-cognitive  functions needed  for  reading and comprehension,  and 
is successful for  individuals with learning challenges,  including dyslexia, ADHD, ASD and 
more.  With 60+ learning centers, 40+  seasonal learning clinics, and numerous  school 
partnerships,  in the United States and internationally, our continued growth involves 
research collaborations with MIT and UAB, and previously  with Wake Forest  and 
Georgetown University. Lindamood-Bell has been recognized  by the U.S. Department of 
Education, featured in Time, US News and World Report, Neuron, and NeuroImage, and has 
appeared on CNN and PBS. Lindamood-Bell and all  of their Learning Centers  are accredited 
by AdvancED.  

LindamoodBell.com 
(708)  660-1860
chicago.center@lindamoodbell.com

Little Friends  - Spectrum 
Spectrum’s supported employment program helps adults with disabilities find jobs in 
businesses throughout the community and provides training, in the form of job coaching, to 
learn and become independent at  those jobs. 

Ryan Ferries,  Placement  Coordinator 
630-929-2733   or   rferries@lilfriends.com
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Marriott Foundation  for People with  Disabilities 
Bridges  From School to Work Program 
Bridges  is a transition program designed  to foster the employment success of young people 
with disabilities. The program develops opportunities for  work and vocational 
development for  young people with disabilities as they leave high school.   Bridges  has two 
key purposes:   to provide  your with career  guidance coupled with competitive work to 
enhance their  employment to entail; and to help local employers gain access to an 
often-overlooked  but valuable  source of employees.  The Bridges Program works with 
participating  youth for  up to 18-24  months. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 

● 18-24 years old 
● High School graduate 
● IEP/504 Plan 
● Living in Cook  County 

 
SERVICES 

● Selects youth for the program;  assesses them relative to their interests, skills  and 
experience; works with them to develop a career plan;  and provides coaching 
regarding key skills for  employment success. 

● Works with employers to identify potential positions  and job requirements. 
● Develops appropriate job matches based on analysis of worksite/job needs and the 

young person’s interests and abilities; facilitate  the employment process. 
● Assists company personnel  in working effectively  with participating  youth. 
● Provides  appropriate follow-up  support to all  parties to encourage vocational 

growth and a long-term, mutually  beneficial employer/employee relationship. 
  
850 W. Jackson Blvd. Suite 660 
Chicago, IL 60607 
312-432-6240  ext  0 
www.bridgestowork.org 
 
Meridian Health Plan 
We are a family-owned, family-operated company of  passionate leaders, achievers, and 
innovators dedicated to making a difference  in the lives of  our members,  our providers  and 
in the healthcare industry. We provide government-based health plans  (Medicare, 
Medicaid, and the Health Insurance Marketplace)  in three  different  states (Michigan, 
Illinois, and Ohio). Our mission is to continuously improve the quality  of care in a low 
resource  environment.  This means we want  to make high-quality  healthcare easier  to give 
and receive. 
 
Website:  www.mhplan.com  
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NEXT STEPS Illinois  
NEXT STEPS is a Parent Training and Resource Network focused on the topic of Planning 
for a Students Successful Transition from High  School to Adult  Life. Over 16 teams of 
trainers  have been developed  around the state of Illinois and have been trained in the 
PEATC curriculum, NEXT STEPS: the Transition  Series. This is an eight workshop training 
on all elements of  transition planning for  youth ages 12-22.  
 
Oak-Leyden  Developmental  Services  
Oak-Leyden’s mission  is helping people with developmental disabilities meet life’s 
challenges and reach their  highest potential.  We offer  a wide range of vocational  and 
residential services  for  adults.  The  Developmental  Training program provides training in 
skills of daily living, social and leisure skills, communication and vocational skills  to adults. 
The skills  help individuals with developmental  disabilities become as independent  as 
possible in their everyday lives.  
 
Marcy Nelson, Division Chief of Developmental  Training 
708-524-1050, ext  201 
mnelson@oak-leyden.org 
 
Options for College Success 
Options for College Success,  located in Evanston, IL. provides services  to individuals with 
learning challenges and disabilities aged 17  and older.  We pride  ourselves on customizing 
service plans  for  each student based on their  needs  and goals.  Services include academic 
support, through tutoring, ensuring each student receives the accommodations  for  college 
that  are needed, and skill  building  to improve  study habits and organizational skills.   We 
provide career counseling and job support, financial skill  building,  independent living skills, 
social skills,  and host social events almost  every day of  the week.  Our organization 
supports students further by having a social worker on staff.  Our services are provided 
through three program options:  full  time residential, Choices (part-time) program, and 
Skype.   Our goal  is to build  the confidence, courage, and skills  for  individuals to live their 
best life! 
 
1515  Maple  ave. #190 Evanston, IL 60201 
Samantha Kolkey,  LSW Director  of Programs 
847.425.4797 ext.202 
  
Parents Alliance Employment Project 
Services  provided  by PAEP are based on the philosophy that all individuals have the right 
to work in the communities in which they live. PAEP provides  a variety of  programs  and 
services to individuals with developmental disabilities including career  counseling, job 
training and preparation, job development, job placement,  and job coaching and follow-up. 
Each of  the unique services  assists individuals with disabilities develop secure career plans, 
enter into and retain community employment. 
http://parents-alliance.org/index.html  
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Pillars 
Pillars is the largest nonprofit provider  of mental  health and social services  in the western 
and southwestern suburbs, serving 10,000  people each year. We offer  nearly 30  programs 
across  Mental Health, Addictions,  Domestic  and Sexual  Violence,  and Child and Family 
Services  (including a Head Start  program that  crosses 18 area zip codes).  Among our 
Mental  Health Services  are programs  that help adult clients find  and maintain  employment, 
and a program to help adolescents and adults  develop social skills out in the community.  
 
Please note: Pillars will be formally merging with Community Nurse Health Center  on 
January 1, 2018.  Community Nurse is a Federally Qualified Health Center  that offers 
primary  medical and dental  care to low-income individuals and families. 
 
Phone: 708.745.5277 Email: info@pillarscommunity.org www.pillarscommunity.org 
 
Project SEARCH  - AMITA 
The Project SEARCH  High  School Transition  Program is a unique, business-led, one-year, 
school-to-work program that  takes place  entirely at the workplace.   Total  workplace 
immersion facilitates a seamless  combination of  classroom instruction, career exploration, 
and relevant job skills  training through strategically designed internships. 
 
The goal for  each student participant  is competitive employment. The  program provides 
real-life work experience combined with training in employability and independent living 
skills to help youths with significant disabilities make successful  transitions from  school to 
productive adult  life. The  Project SEARCH  model involves  an extensive period of training 
and career  exploration, innovative adaptations,  long-term job coaching, and continuous 
feedback from  teachers,  job coaches,  and employers. As a result, at the completion of  the 
training program, students with significant intellectual  disabilities are employed in 
nontraditional, complex and rewarding  jobs. The presence  of a Project  SEARCH  High  School 
Transition Program can bring about  long-term changes in business  culture  that have 
far-reaching positive  effects on attitudes about  hiring people with disabilities and the range 
of  jobs in which they can be successful.   Currently there  are seven  Project SEARCH 
Programs  in Illinois. 
 
1301  Cossitt Avenue LaGrange, IL 60525 
Kathryn Kaniewski, Statewide  Coordinator Kathryn.Kaniewski@illinois.gov  
Karen Steffan, LADSE karensteffan@ladse.org  
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Protected Tomorrows 
Protected  Tomorrows, Inc. enhances the lives of people with developmental disabilities 
through a comprehensive  life planning  process.  Its nationwide network of Advocates 
creates  Future Care Plans,  which include the educational, residential, financial,  legal,  health 
care, government benefits, employment and recreational needs of the individual with 
special needs. The  Protected  Tomorrows  passionate team of professionals all has a 
personal connection to the special needs community, so  they understand the concerns  of 
families first  hand. It drives them to continuously identify,  design and implement  solutions 
to life planning, bringing peace of  mind to families about  the years  ahead for  their  loved 
one. 
 
Ray Graham 
Ray Graham Association 
Call Us: 630-620-2222 
Email Us: info@raygraham.org  
http://www.raygraham.org/  
 
SEASPAR 
The EAGLES program is a community based program that  incorporates  therapeutic 
recreation to help adults  with developmental disabilities Enhance Adult Growth through 
Lifestyle  Education and Service.  This program emphasizes  leisure independence, 
community outings, and social interactions with peers. Each day includes a physical fitness 
component, guidance in making  healthy choices,  a recreational activity, and lunch.  The 
EAGLES program has 3 locations; Darien  Sportsplex, Brookfield Municipal  Building  and 
Lisle  Recreation Center.  All  three sites  offer a computer lab,  full  kitchen, smartboard and 
are wheelchair accessible. They also provide  access to indoor  and outdoor  swimming and 
fitness  centers.  
For more information  about  the EAGLES program please contact: 
Dawn Krawiec, CPRP   Day Program Manager 
630.960.7600 
dkrawiec@seaspar.org 
 
SIBS Network 
S.I.B.S.’  mission is to provide support to siblings of people with disabilities in Illinois by 
connecting them with information, networking  opportunities, and resources  in order to 
enhance the quality  of life for  their  entire family. 
http://www.sibsnetwork.org/  
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Social  TheatreⓇ at CORE Connection 
Social TheatreⓇ is an active group therapy program which is located within CORE 
Connection Counseling Center.   Social Theatre  focuses  on teaching and practicing social 
skills through improvisational theatre and collaborative script writing.  Through the 
process of collaborative  script writing, participants  learn how to work together in creating 
a product from  brainstorming through performance.    Each session is 50-60 minutes long, 
which includes concepts from Cognitive Behavioral Therapy,  Social ThinkingⓇ, 
Mindfulness, and Assertiveness  Training. 
CORE Connection Counseling specializes in providing   individual and group therapy to 
children,  teens and young adults  with Autism Spectrum Disorder, Anxiety, ADHD and other 
social, emotional or  behavioral concerns. Our group of  providers  are experienced  school 
social workers,  and clinically licensed using Cognitive Behavioral Therapy,  Social 
Thinking®, Social Theatre®  The  Zones  of Regulation®,  Mindfulness and other researched 
methodologies  informed  by neuroscience  and relationship based approaches. We are 
passionate about our work and value the partnership we develop with families to support 
positive  change and growth. 
Shawn Amador,  LCSW  Therapist/Social Theatre Leader 
Socialtheatreblog.wordpress.com 
www.coreconnectioncc.com 
Colleen Hanson, LCSW, P.C. 
6040  State Route 53 Suite B  Lisle, IL 60532-3388 
630-524-4000  (office) 630-524-2311  (fax) 
 
Special Camps 
Special  Camps provides  opportunities for  children  and adults with intellectual  disabilities 
to experience new activities, form  friendships, increase independence  and self esteem in 2 
week long, loving, all  volunteer run summer  camps. With proper supervision  by trained 
staff, and 24 hour  nursing, Special Camps is a safe  overnight camp for intellectually 
disabled kids and adults  who could otherwise  not attend  similar camp programs due to 
physical, medical or intellectual limitations. 
Colleen McDonald mcdcolleen@yahoo.com 
 
Thomas Clark Law LLC 
A large part of  this practice is focused on helping parents of special needs children. Services 
offered include drafting special needs trusts, incorporating special needs planning  into the 
estate plans  of clients, representing parents in becoming guardians for adult  children, and 
assisting parents in obtaining  Supplemental Security Income on behalf of  their  children. 
 
Thomas  H. Clark 
Wills, Trusts and Special  Needs Planning 
(708)  990-5374 www.thomasclarklaw.com 
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Adult Agencies and Services 

 
 
Trumpet  Behavioral  Health 
The impact  of autism often lingers long after childhood.  People on the autism spectrum 
frequently face many challenges throughout their  lifetime including difficulty with basic 
language  or  conversation skills, the ability to independently care for themselves,  and social 
awareness and social skills. For  both children  and adults with autism,  these skill  deficits 
can negatively impact  their  quality  of life. Fortunately, research  has demonstrated that 
behaviorally based interventions, such as those  advocated in Applied Behavior Analysis 
(ABA), can significantly improve  life and social skills over time. 
We offer  support services for  adolescents and adults on the autism spectrum as well as 
those with other developmental  disabilities including Pervasive Developmental  Disorder 
(PDD)  and Asperger’s disorder. In addition to our work with children on the autism 
spectrum, we also work with adults  on the spectrum to help improve  their  social and 
behavioral skills. 
 
At Trumpet Behavioral Health, we are dedicated to creating individualized,  Applied 
Behavior  Analysis (ABA) management programs  that help people with autism lead richer 
lives. We also provide autism training for  parents, teachers,  and other caregivers and help 
them learn to implement autism treatment  programs.   Trumpet promotes  skills  across 
many facets of  development including social interaction, skill acquisition, play skills, 
communication, and independent living skills. 
 
Turning Pointe Autism Foundations 
The Career  College is an educational  and career exploration  opportunity for adults  with 
ASD, social and communication challenges and other learning differences.   Our goal at the 
Career College is for students to gain skills  that prepare  them for independent employment. 
We offer  a highly individualized  learning and training environment focusing on individual 
strengths, skills and areas of challenge.  The  Career  College format is based on our 
C.O.P.E.S.™ model of  instruction.  These  core components (Communication, Organization, 
Positive Behavior Supports, Emotional Regulation,  Social Skills  and Sensory  Needs)  are the 
focus  of our curriculum.   
  
Many  students attend both Summer C.O.P.E.S.™ (6 weeks)  and then continue with the 
fall/spring curriculum (two semesters,  graduation in May).  Our Summer C.O.P.E.S.™ course 
is a foundational course that helps students prepare  for  the next  step on their  journey. 
Each student will create a portfolio  identifying goals and strategies for each core 
component.  Throughout  the fall/spring curriculum, students will  learn and practice 
adaptive strategies to gain career readiness,  independent living and interpersonal skills 
using C.O.P.E.S.™  as the foundation.  All Career  College graduates will have the opportunity 
to interview with a Corporate Partner (many of whom participate  in skills training) and 
will also become a member of our alumni  club.  
Ketra Kuniej, PHR  HR/Career  College Admissions  Director 
1500  W. Ogden Avenue Naperville, IL 60540 
(630)615-6032  or   KKuniej@TurningPointeAF.org  
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Adult Agencies and Services 

UCP Seguin Services 
Through our Building  Bridges To The  Future Transition program we: 

● Attend Individual Education Plan meetings as part of each student's
interdisciplinary  team

● Work with Special  Education department staff to ensure that transition is part of the
IEP

● Develop  and maintain linkages between  families, Special  Education staff, and adult
service providers

● Provide  in-service training and coaching sessions for  parents, guardians, and
students

● Advocate  for and assist in establishing eligibility  for  community services for
students

In addition to providing assistance through our Transition  Outreach Specialists, the 
Building  Bridges project now offers,  on a limited basis, adult transition experiences to 
students during spring, summer and holiday breaks. These experiences include vocational 
training, job trials, basic training in skills of daily living, and various therapeutic activities 
designed  to prepare individuals for their transition to adult  services.  If you would  like 
further  information about  the Building Bridges to the Future project, please contact 
Esmeralda Dorantes, Bilingual Transitional Outreach Specialist at (708) 222-4840. 

We provide  training, assistive technology, employment and a place  to call  home for  people 
with disabilities, as well as specialized foster care for children. 

Contact for Services  following  the event:  
Adult  Intake  Department adultintake@ucpseguin.org (708)222-2706 

Western DuPage Special  Recreation Association 
WDSRA Rec & Roll  is a community based recreation day program that  emphasizes leisure 
independence,  social interaction, community outings and service projects. Rec & Roll  is for 
participants aged 22-55.  Staff utilizes recreational activities to help people with disabilities 
develop and enhance their quality  of life. The daily schedule can include animal therapy, 
volunteer projects, gardening, field trips, fitness, outdoor recreation,  art therapy, crafts and 
games. Upon occasion additional money is required  for  activities. Participants must be able 
to successfully participate in a 1 staff to 6 participant’s  ratio and perform  all of their own 
daily living skills. There  is an option for participants  who need more  prompts to be 
successful,  those participants  must be able to function in a 1:3  ratio. Participants attending 
Rec & Roll  must be toilet trained, responsible for  independent care such as feeding and 
dressing, and devoid  of emotional outbursts that require 1:1  staffing. 

To set up an intake please call  Dori Napolitano  at WDSRA at (630)384.8569 

Rec & Roll  has locations in Naperville, Carol Stream, Glen Ellyn  and in 2018 in Wheaton! 
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Thank you for  attending!  
  

See you next year at  
Wheaton Warrenville  School 

District  200. 
 

 
Stay updated by visiting our website at optionsfair.wordpress.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disclaimer:  
The purpose  of the Options  Fair  is to provide  access to  parents, students, and 
families  to  post-exit  supports  and services.  Districts  participating  and hosting the 
fair  have no connection to  or  endorse any representatives and/or  vendors at the fair.  



THANK YOU  TO OUR 2017  
OPTIONS  FAIR SPONSORS! 
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